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primitive in many respects, as the first fresco of an artist
must necessarily be. Yet, in spite of its somewhat crude
colouring and of the fact that details in dress and furniture
bear too obviously the stamp of the period, Motor Admira-
bilis, as the picture became known, quickly attracted
reverent attention from high and low. Numberless
favours were obtained by those who prayed before the
picture, Pope Pius IX himself came to bless it, ecclesiastics
of every rank asked to celebrate Mass before it, and gradually
the little shrine became a regular place of pilgrimage.

To-day Mater Admrabilis has a shrine in the Lady Chapel
or in the Goisters of every convent of the Sacred Heart.
To the children the painting speaks of delicate and in-
tangible realities which they must guard and cherish as a
precious tradition, while to the nuns it stands as the
expression of their life of mingled work and prayer.

Mater Admirabilis has a book at her feet. May this one
also find a resting place there. In her hands she holds the
thread from her distaff. May she hold too, the Golden
Thread of the Tradition, whose rise and development has
been traced throughout these pages. If she keep it, all
will be well.

